A FRENCH  PTPKPOCKET.                                     7
Scotchman, travellers as we were, weie standing gazmg at this prating doctor, and one of them catched a fellow picking his pocket The fellow had got some of his money, for he dropt two or thiee pieces just by him, and had got hold of his watch , but being suipn&ed, let it slip again , but the iea-son of telling this story, is for the management of it This thief had his seconds so ready, that as soon as the Englishman had seized him, they fell in, pretended to be mighty zealous for the strangei, take the fellow by the throat, and make a great bustle, the gentleman not doubting but the man was secured, let go his own hold of him, and left him to them The hubbub was great, and it was these fellows ciied Larro^ Larron, but, with adextenty peculiai to themselves, had let the right fellow go, and pretended to be all upon one of then own gang At last, they bung the man to the gentleman, to ask him what the fellow had done"? who, when lie saw the person they seized on, presently told them that was not the man Then they seemed to be in moie consternation than before, and spread themselves all cnei the stieet, ciying Larron, Lairon, Larion, pietending to ftoaich foi the felloe , and so one one way, one another, they were all gone, the noise went over, the gentlemen stood looking at one another, and the bawling doctor began to have the crowd about him again
This was the first French trick I had the oppoitunity o{ seeing, but I was told they have a gieat many more as dexterous as this
We soon got acquaintance with these gentlemen, who were going to Pans as well as we, so the next day we made up our company with them, and were a pietty tioop of five gentlemen and four seivants
As we had really no design to stay long at Paris, so, indeed, excepting the city itself, there was not much to be been there Cardinal Richelieu, who was not only a supieme minister in the church, but prime minister in the ^tate, w<t6 now wade also general of the king's forces, with a title never known in Prance before nor since, viz, lieutenant-genei al au. ptafG du Roy, in the king's stead, or as some have since translated it, repiescnting the peison of the king
Under this charactei he pietended to execute all the royal powers in the army, without appeal to tho king, or without waiting for orders, and having parted fiom Puns the winter before, had now actually begun the wai iigambt the duke of